
 
 

Numerological Correspondences 
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In the First Operation, there is a step in the procedure that consists of reading a 
narrative or string of cards. One way to approach reading the narrative is to integrate 
numerology. The Second Operation and the final Fifth Operation will also call upon 
numerology. And generally, when it comes to tarot reading, you’ll want to consider 
numerology. If you’re integrating string analysis of the entire card pile from the 
Opening of the Four Worlds, then this study guide will be extra handy. 
 
For example, refer back to the “Optional Procedures” section of the OOTK Workbook in 
the First Operation. After locating the significator card among the Four Worlds, 
Hughes-Barlow suggests noting the total number of cards in that card pile. That’s 
numerology. Count up the total and if the total is double digits, add the digits together 
for a sum, and continue until you get a single digit, 1 through 9. Then identify the 
numerological implications of that number in the subsequent reference table. The 
numerological implications of that number will provide further information on the 
themes of the divination at hand. 
 
When you get to the Fifth Operation and locate your significator among the ten 
sephiroth, that sephira card pile will contain either 7 or 8 cards. The number of 
cards—whether it is 7 or 8—is numerologically significant. Note the correspondences 
in the subsequent chart to divine further information about the Key that you’ve 
opened.  

 

 
 
  



Numerological Correspondences 
 

1 Beginnings; new start; new venture; focus on only one aspect or a single issue and 
from there you can develop your plan or concept, but start small; every journey 
begins with a single step. You’re about to take that first step. The number one is all 
about willpower and preparing your mental faculties to exercise or manifest that 
willpower. This is the number of unbound potential. 

2 Balance; cooperation; needing to be part of a team and not just fly solo. The 
number two in tarot also corresponds with the need to make decisions, to act 
decisively. Two is the number of choice. In determining how you will choose, think 
about your personal relationships and your spheres of social influence. Think 
about who you love and what that person might have to do with the matter at 
hand. Think about love or relationship building. Think about your connections 
with others and how those connections can help you in your endeavors. 

3 Fruition; developmental phase. You’ve got the concept, but now it’s time to 
implement and execute. Enough thinking, more doing. This is the next step after 
conception. You are in the gestation phase. Time to use your assets and resources 
to bring your concept or goal to fruition. The number three pushes you toward 
manifestation.  

4 Reign and rule. In modern terminology, that’s planning. How will you be ruling 
over your own dominion? You thought you had all the details of your plan worked 
out, and so you moved forward, but now you realize a couple of issues are still 
unresolved. Take a breather and do a little bit more planning. Work out the kinks 
and then continue. Don’t be deterred, though! You’re fine. It’s just about a little bit 
more work on the foundation before you go forward. The number four compels 
you to think about the way you reign over your personal domain. 

5 Some uncertainty going on. Hanging in the balance and it’s not clear which way 
you’re going to swing. This is also the number of adventure. It’s about taking risks 
because that’s how you expand your personal horizon. There is a pioneering or 
entrepreneurial spirit within you and it’s time to let that spirit out into the open. 
You are at the half-way mark. Think about the checks and balances in your life and 
how that factors into your decision-making. That is how you advance past the 
uncertainty. 

6 A need to return to the god principle. Harmony of body, mind, and spirit. This is 
the number of harmony with the trinity. Success is not just material gain and 
social accomplishment. To be truly successful, you must be attuned to your own 
spirituality and your own spirit. Six is also the number of connection with the 
Divine and with the spirit world around you. Think about that spiritual plane and 
what messages you need to receive from “the beyond.” This is the number of 
psychic ability and intuition. 

 
  



Numerological correspondences, continued 
 

7 Knowledge and wisdom. This is the number of the philosopher-sage. Think about 
what you know. (Also think about what you don’t know, and let your own humility 
guide you toward finding the answer.) Think about how to implement what you 
know to help you get ahead. You know more than you consciously realize and 
right now, it’s about mining your own Self for that information. This is also a 
reminder to exercise wisdom in your endeavor. Be wise. Be world-weary. Also, 
access your intellect. The solution to the problem is in your mind. The resolution 
will relate to intellectualism, knowledge, scholarship, and of course, wisdom.  

8 You are so close to achieving your goal! This is the construction phase, when you 
are near completion but still need more material support. Think about how best to 
use the resources you have as investments to gain more. Pay attention to your 
own assets and financial security. How do you use what you have but also save 
enough for the future going forward? How do you maintain the balance between 
risk and loss? The resolution is in how you manage and how you use what you 
have, and I’m talking about the material, not mental. 

9 Spiritual ascension. You’re in a pretty good place in your life right now; I hope you 
realize that. If you want more, then you must give more. Think about how you can 
give back to the world at large. Think about humanitarian endeavors. Think about 
your karma and how to improve karmic merits to ensure spiritual ascension. This 
is the number of inner cultivation.  

10 It’s time for a transformation. It’s time to move on to a new phase of your life. 
You’ve done all that you can do in this current stage you’re in and now you’ve got 
to return to the planning stage to figure out your next goal, your next endeavor, or 
consider what other aspirations you have that you ought to pursue. There is going 
to be the need to detach from some things that you feel emotionally attached to. 
This is about moving on and looking forward to the light at the other end of the 
tunnel. This is not cessation; this is a new beginning. That light portends a new 
adventure in your life, one that promises much greater prospects than what you 
have now! 

 
  



When Minor Arcanum Cards Repeat 

 
 

When Pairs Appear 
 
 
In reading a narrative, one of the pips may appear twice, as a pair. When there is a two of a 
kind among the Aces through Tens in a spread, the pair itself is read as an omen, though the 
further interpretation of that omen (i.e., the correspondences in the below chart) is filtered 
through the imagery and symbolism on the two cards. For example, the pair of Nine of 
Swords and Nine of Wands together will mean something different from the pair of Nine of 
Cups and Nine of Pentacles together, though you will want to filter the interpretation of 
either pair through the below corresponding omen.  
 

ACES 
The discovery of personal power and implementation of that power. 
Toward a new beginning. A new milestone in seeker’s life path to be 
reached. 

TWOS 
The factors of balance, dualism, and equilibrium are critical to the matter 
at hand. Need to take two parts and make them into one single whole. 

THREES Omen of fruition and expansion. Status quo to be amplified. 

FOURS 
Seek out rationalism and logical reasoning to resolve matter at hand. 
Understand and establish boundaries. Seek out stability. 

FIVES There may be uncertainty ahead. Flux, shifts, adversity; changes ahead. 

SIXES Harmony of body, mind, and spirit. Mental and emotional balance. 

SEVENS 
Omen of important developments to come. Wisdom to be gained from 
what is to come. Matter of karmic importance and spiritual growth to 
come. 

EIGHTS Fortuity, wealth; adjudication of a pending matter is needed. 

NINES Change is coming. On the verge of a major life shift. 

TENS Pinnacle of success or pinnacle of tribulation, depending on the cards. 

 
A chart with similar details appears in Holistic Tarot (North Atlantic Books, 2016), page 784. 

  



 

When Minor Arcanum Cards Repeat 

 
 

When there is a Three or Four of a Kind 
 
 
In reading a narrative, string analysis of an entire card pile, or examining unaspected cards 
after card counting, you may find certain Minor Arcanum cards repeat, such as the 
appearance of three Aces or four Tens. When there is a three of a kind or four of a kind in a 
spread, altogether the cards combine to form a new additional divinatory message. (Kind of 
like Transformers or Power Rangers…)  
 

 
 

Chart from Holistic Tarot (North Atlantic Books, 2016), page 453. 


